
















SLATYFORK SNOWS 


C ontinued F rom Page One 

again until Saturday. It was at least a 
week before the snows stopped and we 
could clean up ” 

The winter of 1956 was the coldest 
winter, Mrs Gibson recalled. 

Along about 1956, it got down to 30 
below zero a handful of times. That’s 
right cold if you haven’t experienced it 
before.” 

She said the snows seemed to blow 
forever and drifts piled high against the 
store s outside walls. 

I wasn’t working here that winter as 
l recall." Mrs Gibson said. “I was up 
on the farm My husband and I had a 
sheep farm down the road near Mill 
Point." 

The reaction of her sheep to the cold 
winds made that winter memorable, 
she said 

Would you like to know how the 
,beep reacted?” she asked, half-joking 
and half-serious. They cuddled up next 
to one another in the barn and didn t 
move Of course they ate but then they 
always do 

Whe never they saw a byvjk in the 
storm they d rush outside as if the 
*nrld bad come to an end What they 
wanted was water Well, we had a 


brook that ran by the farm but the 
sheep wouldn't walk out to it. 

“What happened was I had to shovel 
a path from the barn to the brook and 
then chop holes in the ice so they could 
drink.” 

In 1958. Mrs Gibson said the temper¬ 
ature hovered around 11 degrees below 
zero day and night for one week 
“That’s when it hurts the worst The 
ground was frozen down two feet. How 
do I know that? Our pipes froze and 
they were two feet below the house 
Mrs. Gibson said she and her husband 
waited until the pipes thawed in the 
spring They used water from a nearby 
spring for most of that winter 

People from Charleston and Hunting- 
ton don’t realize how greatly winter 
weather differs between the southern 
part of the state and the eastern moun¬ 
tains, she said. 

“You could leave here in the midst of 
blowing, waist-deep snow and wouldn t 
see a bit of it down in the Charleston or 
Huntington area. You wouldn t believe 


le difference.” 

The winter of 1979 should end soon^ 
lrs Gibson said. "Generally, we ve bad 
,e worst by this time We should have 
wo hard weeks during Februai^. but 
f ter that it shouldn’t be too bad 


